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House of blues

Amy Winehouse showed Dubai why the ‘troubled’ tag
follows her so incessantly
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THE HUGE CROWD at Amy Winehouse’s
Festival City concert were firmly divided
into two camps: the bemused and the booing.

The 27-year-old tottered onto the stage
with her sizeable band in tow, looking
healthy in a black floral cocktail dress.
Sadly though, Friday night’s proceedings
tumbled swiftly downhill.

The starlet played a series of well-
received gigs in Brazil last month, her first
full shows since 2008, and headed to Dubai
to close the 2011 Gulf Bike Week.

But she seemed utterly devoid of
confidence - like a shy14-year-old who
hadbeen pushed onstage and desperately
wanted to leave it as soon as possible.

Afar cryfromthe belting diva heard on
disc, Winehouse was also bored-looking,
barely audible and possibly intoxicated. By
the time she had mumbled her way through
third song Tears Dry on their Own, some
sections of the audience were beginning to
turnugly.

Spirits were buoyed briefly with the
opening chimes of Back to Black - though
again the singer’s awkward apathy gave it
the magic of amediocre X-Factor audition.

Sipping from a white mug, Winehouse
frequently wandered away from the micro-
phone mid-song and only acknowledged her
Dubaifans as she decided to leave the stage
for a15-minute break.

Her excellent crew of supporting
musicians picked up the slack though, as
backing singer Ade Omotayo entertained
fans with a few soul numbers performed
with pinpoint precision.

Evenhe seemed confused though, looking

expectantly to the wings after two songs
and quickly twigging Winehouse wasn’t
returningjustyet. Not thatit mattered -as
Omotayo drew a huge cheer for his efforts
from the otherwise bored spectators.

When she did re-emerge, Winehouse gave
anunintelligible rendition of Rehab. “How
youfeeling Dubai? All right?” she asked, only
tobe met with a combination ofboos and
tense quietness. “That’s whatI1thought,”
the singer replied, folding her arms with
resignation.

Again the goodwill was reserved for her
backing band, as backing singer Heshima
Thompson grabbed the spotlight for a brief
interlude.

Valerie was Winehouse’s most successful
track of the night, as the Londoner seemed
atease with one of her biggest hits. The same
can’tbe said for encore numbers Love is a
Losing Game and Me and Mr. Jones, which
proved the night’s finallead balloons.

Amy Winehouseis one of this generation’s
most gifted musicians, though sadly
she’s also one of the most frustrating
-and punters’ post-show anger was
understandable, given that tickets set them
back upwards of Dhs3oo0.

“My expectations were high for the
show because of Amy’sreputationasa
singer,” said Laura Hamilton-Gould, an
entertainment booker from England.
“Unfortunately she didn’t deliver. Everyone
inthe crowd wanted to be there and she
didn’t. There was areal buzz, but that was
gone after a couple of songs.”

But chastising Winehouse any more
inthese pagesfeels abitlike yellingata
lostkitten. More than anything, it’s sad
witnessing someone unravel so publicly and
with such abandon.




